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PLESUDENT'S
RN R

by Carmen Snouffar

The WWORLD CUF is fast approaching . . . May 8-15 in Barooga,
New South LWales. Barnaby, Chet, and Eric will travel along with
Doug Dufresne [International Referee], Cheslye Larson, and myself.
Fll be working on some international relations with the BAA, s
well as helping "the boys" with their tactics ["Try and CATCH this
onel", etc. . ] .

The USBA NMATIONALS are scheduled for the weekend of June
18,720 in the Bethlehem, Pa. area. Housing will be at the Moravian
Academy [site of last year's International Team Test], which should
provide an excellent low-key affordable setting for o great boome-
rang weekend. Peter Ruhf is site manager and tournoment director,
Qur gonl is to have the Nationals continuing to be held in August in
the future. The diversion to June this year is strictly due to the In-
ternational Team Challenge already scheduled for August and the in-
availability of housing later in September. You will receive a sepor-
ate mailing regarding all the details on the Nationals in due course.
Beginning next year, we will initinte o rotational system to move
the Nationals around the country at regular intervals, The event will
rotate West, South, Midwest, East, and back to the West. This
will help to develop o better distribution of interest across the
country and make for a more "fair" selection of sites. Many throw-
ers cannot afford to travel coast to const for o major event every
year, This way, we'll be bringing the Nationals "to an area near you!”
AL least every 4 years,

The INTERMNATIONAL TEAM CUP will be held August 18-30 in
France, Germany, and Switzerland, with two six-man teams from
the USA competing. It's a busy season of boomeranging coming up!
In addition, look for an influx of overseas visitors: including Roger
Perry of Australia, and Matthios Giesenschlag of West Germany
during August and September, These boomerang enthusiasts will be
traveling the country, visiting friends. and throwing in tournaments
with us. Welcome to them and others planning on visiting. Drop us
o ling and let us know if others are coming to visit!

1988 Competition Rules
by Chet Snouffer .

The rules committee (at
press time] is finalizing rules
changes for 1988. The revisions
will be compiled and printed as o
supplement to the 1987 Rules
Book. which served as a base
for these revisions. You may ob-
tain a copy of the revisions
from:

usen
P.0. Box 182
Delaware, Oh. 43015

by sending a SASE with your re-
quest. Complete copies of the
rules plus revisions are available
from the USEA Store.

The major considerations for
this year include the possible
introduction of clean catches
intg the Consecutive Catch
rounds, and the inclusion of
Doubling, Juggling and En-
durance into the Overall rat-
ings far the year. SAFE and AC-
CURATE methods of measure-
ment are the main topics which
still must be solved before Dis-
tance enters as a standard
guent.

MTA 100 will probably he-
come the primary rated MTA
event, with MTA unlimited
still contested. and MTA 50
placed “on a shelf". Throwers
still have the option to launch
from the Bullseye, if they wish,
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ta challenge existing "MTA 50"
standards, but would of course
run a risk of "Blowing out”,

The major change for throw-
ers will be the improvement
of the rating system. The
leading proposal includes BEST
scores entered into the rating
system for throwers who only
participate in one tournament.
Either AUERAGE or PLACE points
would enter the system with
the second tournament, and all
three factors would be included
for three or more tournaments.
in addition, eoch event will be
ranked individually before to-
talled with other events to de-
termine "Querall Champion®™, In
ather words, the person with
the best cumulative score in
Accuracy [total of place, aver-
age, and best scares] would re-
ceive 11 points for first in that
event. The person with the sec-
ond highest cumulative points
would receive 0 points, etc.
With & events contested for
Querall [Accuracy, Consecutive
Catch, MTA 100, Australian
Round, Fast Catch, Doubling,
Jugaling, and Endurance], the
best passible scare for overall
would be 88 points, 1t is aur he-
lief that this will give a much
mare accurate representation of
what actually occurred in tour-
naments, as well as providing
incentive for throwers to con-
tinue participating in ongoing
tournaments,

WORLD BOOMERANG
THROWING CUP 1988

by Dennis Maxwell;, BAA

Greetings from the members
of the BAA Inc. The Waoarld Cup
will be stoged at Barooga, New
South LWales with the first Test
on Sunday, May &, second Test
on Wednesday, May 11th and
the third Test on saturday,

May 1dth, 1988,

This major change in venue
[from Alice Springs] has come
about due to the failure in se-
curing a major private sponsar
for the Central Australian ve-
nue. | tried every possible avenue
ta finalize the venue, but failed.
Barooga is a different story
with a majar private spansor be-
ing secured as the first step and
we are huilding on that lead. The
Baroogn Sports Club is the ma-
jor private sponsor for the
“Australian Bicentennial World
Boomerang Throwing CUF 1988",

All previous details included
in Bulletins 1,2,36ed will still
apply to this new venue;

Teams arrive Melbourne
Thursday 5th May. Teams will be
pecommodoted an Thursday
night in Melbourne. Teams will
travel as o group to Barooga. In
Baraoga people will be staying
at the High Noon Motel and the
Barooga Lodge.

The Australian National
Champicnships 1988 have been
cancelled to enable the BAA Inc.
to concentrate on the World
Cup. The confirmed teams at
press time are!

Australia
Robby Croll
Geoff Kennedy
Bruce Carter

usA
Chet Snouffer
Eric Darneli
Barnaby Ruhe

France
Raphael Jamgatchevitch
Olivier Uouk tchevitch
Jacques Roudoult

Switzerland
Phillipe Haake
Kasper Kramis
Eric Pampaloni

IWest Germany
Dieter Neu

Gunter Wandtke
Michael Siems

Japan
Yoshi Sakimitsu
Team Member #2
Team Member #3

Holland
Team Member #1
Team Member ¥2
Team Member #3
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USUL LTr0oD0Ls

Bethlehem, Pa: June 17-19, 1988

The 1988 USBA Nationals are
to he held in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania this year on Jjune 17-19,
Peter Ruhf is the focal point of
the organizational ac tivities.
Competition will take place on
the North Hampton County Area
Community College. A signifi-
cant amount of housing will be
availahle at the Moravian Acad-
emy Preparatory School ot ren-
sonable rates. The two facilities
are adjacent to each other. A
registration fee of approximately
$20 will be collected to poy for
linbility insurance, ground set up
charges, a souvenir T-shirt and
other miscellaneous fees. A sep-
arate mailing will be forthcoming

with detailed information on
housing, fees, and direc tions.
Until then, you may wish to
make your air flight reservations
now to toke advantage of super
saver fares. The closest airport
[Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton
Airport) is only 5 minutes from
the field. Better rates may be
obtained if you fly into Newark
Airport. The field is only an hour
west bound on I-78 out of Ne-
wark. For more information on
the 1988 USBA Nationals, con-
tact:

Peter Ruhft
P.0. Box 112
Emmaus, Pa. 18049

INTERNATIDONAL TEAM
BODMERANG CUP
EUROPE 1988

The Second International Team Boomerang Cup is scheduled for
three sites in Europe between August 20th and 28th. Two USA
teams have been invited to participate. Teams from Australia,
France, Great Britain, Switzerland and West Germany have also
been invited. Holland is also a possibility. Dates for the three tour-
nament format and sites are as follows:

Paris

by Larry Ruhf

- August 20: Individual Competition

August 21: First Team Cup Match
Stuttgart - August 24: Individual Competiton
August 25: Second Team Cup Match

Team #1

Chet Snouffer, Captain
Barnaby Ruhe

Eric Darnell

Doug DufFresne

Ron Tamblyn

Gregg Snhouffer

Team #2

Peter Ruhf, Captain
John Flynn

Dennis Joyce

Larry Ruhf

Michael "Gel” Girvin
Mole Man

The participating U.5.A.
Teams are listed above. As part
of the U.5. team, Een Ruhe has
been appointed s the U.5. team
COACH, acting as the spiritual
and motivating force to insure
maximum team effec tiveness.

We are looking forward,
again, to a fantostic boome-
rang happening. The European
coordinatars: Olivier Uouk tche-
vitch [Paris], Uli Konzelman and
Michael Siems [Stuttgart], and
Kasper Kramis [Geneva] assure
us that there is tremendous ex-
citement building in Europe for
this International Team Compe-
tition . For further information,
you may contact Larry Ruhf at:

31 Jackson St.
Belchertown, Ma. 01007

or call Larry at:

Geneva - August 27: Individual Competition _ _
August 28: Third Team Cup Match (413)-323-4340
4 Many Happy Returns Spring 1988




TOURNAMENT
CIRCUIT

It's finally spring and the
tournaments are back
again. The following list-
ing is the best information
that we have on upcoming
events. Make sure you not-
ify the USBA President as
soon as you know that you
are hosting an event. An
additional card to the edi-
tor of MHR will help to in-
sure that your event gets
advertised. You may also
call the USBA hot line at
(619)-298-4283 for up-
dated tournament infor-
mation. "The Leading Edge”
newsletter covers the
tournament circuit too.

April 9, 1988

Hampton Roads Boomerang
Tournament 1V

For further information
contact Dennis Joyce at:
Hm. : (804)-595-8935

Wk. : (804)-875-7365

April 20, 1988

Emanuel County J.C.
Swainsboro, Georgia
Contact John Derden or
Neil Kalmanson at {(912)-
237-7831 for further in-
formation.

May /&8, 1968
Evergreen State College

Olympia, Washington

For mare infarmation con-
tact Michael Girvin at:
3243 Cooper Pt. Rd, NwW.*1
Olympia, Wa. 98502
(206)-866-3684

May 15, 1988 at 12 Noon
Thousand Oaks, California
For more infa, call Jerry
Caplan or Garry Knudsen

at: (213)-644-4634

June 4, 1988

8th Annual New England
U. Mass. - Amherst
Contact Larry Ruhf at:
31 Jacksaon Rd.
Belchertown, Ma. 01007
{413)-323-4340

June 17-19 1988

USBA NATIONALS
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Contact Peter Ruhf at:
PO . Box 112

Emmaus, Pa. 18049
{219)-432-0724

June 19,1988

Portland Rose Festival
Portland, Gregon

For further infarmation,
call Ted welker at (503)-
236-2804 or contact Mar-
jorie Gerrish at:

4885 S.W. 78th Ave.
Portland, Or. 97225
(503)-292-5697

August 6, 1988
ath Annual Free Throwers

Delaware, Ohig ,
Contact Chet Snouffer at:
51 Troy Road

Delaware, Oh. 43015
(614)-363-8332

Auqust 7, 1988

CYNRA Annual Tournament
Cleveland, Ohio

Contact David Boehm at:
Cleveland B'rang School
Box 17385

Euclid, Ohio 44117
(216)-442-6024

August 14, 1988
Western Oregon Boome-
rang Roundup

Salem, Oregon

Contact: Dean A. R. Kelly
3350 Neef Ave, SE.
Salem, Or. 97302
(503)-581-8050

September 18, 1968

Summer’s Final Fling
Portland, Oregon

Contact Doug DuFresne at:
4235 S.W. Crestwood Dr.
Portland, Or. 97225
(503)-292-4316
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BOOMERANGS IN MUSIC,
LITERATURE, and TV

by Ted Bailey

Many thanx to David Boehm
of the Cleveland Boome-
rang School for identify-
ing the rock group "SHOES"
on their new album cover
called "Boomerang”. Can
any of the readers tell us
why they would name the
album this way?

The January, 1988 issue
of "BOYS' LIFE" has the
same series of cartoons
that | read 30 years ago. |
was amused to read that
Fee Wee Harris had spent
2 weeks making a boome-
rang iin honor of the 1988
Australian Jamboree. He
tossed it into a strong
downwind and it zailed
away. After waiting for
hours, the boomerang re-

that was releaszed in the
1970s, except for a sec-—
tion that John Mauro con-
tributed on contemporary
events new records, and
his famous "Three Sigma”

turned for a one handed ALL AROU
catch and a first place T

ribbon. He set a world
record in distance and
MT& an the same throw.
Larin Hawes has issued
a third edition of his fa-
mous book " ALL ABOUT
BOOMERANGS". This time,
the book is co-authored by
John Maurno, past USBA
Fresident. The book con-
tains much of the same
information and illustra-

tions as the second edition

design. This is worth pur-
chasing, especially if you
are a newcomer to the

sport and/or never got a
copy of the second edition.
The glossy colored cover
features an assortment of
collectables by many the
best boomerang craftsmen
in the world today. where
can you get this book?
Lorin Hawes sells it in his
shop in Queensland, Aus-
tralia for $5. You get a
dollar of f for every
boomerang you buy at the
same time. Lorin says that
many customers try to
take advantage of hirm by
purchasing eight boome-
rangs and getting the book
for free. If Queensland is

6 | | ‘Many Happy Returns
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not on your itinerary in
the near future, the only
retail source for it in the
USA that | know of 1s the
B'Man. He retails the book
at $9.95. If you order just
the book, the price with
postage and handling 15

$11.00 If you send $15.00,

B'Man will include a xeroy
copy of John Mauro's pub-
lication: "An introduction
to Boomerangs®. The
B'Man also has other pub-
lications such as Stephen
Silady's "The Complete
Australian Boomerang
Book" which retails for
$12.00 plus $2.00 pastage
and handling. This is a big
book with a boomerang on
the cover He has a few
copies of Herb Smith's
book for sale. These are
now out of print. Collec-
tors would be wise to get
one while they still can.
The B'Man also has a few
select Herb Smith wooden
boomerangs available at
an attractive price that
complement the book. The
B'Man himself will be fea-
tured in the next edition
of DAK electronic Catalog.
You can write to the B'Man
at:

BOOMERANG MAN
Dept. RM
1806 No. 3rd St.
Monroe, La. 71201

what is John Mauro do-
ing with his time since he
retired? Besides co-
guthoring the book with
Lorin Hawes, he is finich-
ing a 400 page market re-
search book and writing a
monthly newsletter fora
his lacal PC group. John
plans to update his boome-
rang book in the near fu-
ture.

Has anyone seen the mo-
vie: "The Bosses' Wife"?
There is a scene where
someone takes a boome-
rang on a business trip.

“Leonard, Part U1" i5 3
super spy spoof movie
where the bad quy throws
a boomerang knife. It re-
turns and stabs him in the
chest.

Keep your eye out for
“The Baghdad Cafe” which
will be released in April.
This movie features USBA
member Allen Craig as a
boomerang thrower,

Michael Siems of West
Germany has a new book
out, written in German and
loaded with plans for
building a full spectrum of
competition boomerangs
from MTA and Fast Catch
to Doubling and Juggling.
Full size plans, including
airfoil cross-sections are
covered in detail. The in-
troduction covers funda-
mentals of why a boome-

rang returns and how to
throw. Despite the lan-
guage barrier (if you don't
speak German) the book is
inexpensive and well
worth getting. The book is
only available through the
author. "DIE BUMERANG
MAPPE™ can be ordered by
sending a money order or
cashier's check for $15
USaA (which includes P&H)
to:

Michael Siems
Rosenbrunnenstrasse 4
6940 Weinheim
wWest Germany

John Calderazzo has
wiitten an article in the
February, 1980 issue of
the General Motors publi-
cation "OQuest” The arti-
cle titled "Ambassador of
Boomerangs™ features Ben
Ruhe and his boomerang

exploits.
continued on pags 8
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Garry Lamothe writes...
"I should have had a tape in the
UCR last Saturday. Pee

Wee Herman used a boome-
rang on his show. He threw it
out the window and it travelled
all over the place, eventually re-
turning to him. On another
day, Sylvester the Cat [of
Loony Tunes] was using o
boomerang to teach his son how
to catch o hird, The other day |
was watching TU and saw a dog
throwing o boomerang on a pro-
gram called “Faces of Japan®.
The dog used the boomerang to
subdue a couple of villians."
John Jordan of the BBS
writes ... "Your piece on
“Boomerangs in Television Land"
[Winter, 1988] interested me.
Particularly the bit about "How
to Steal a Million". 've never
seen the film, but about 10
years ago | met the man who
made and threw that boome-
rang. His name is Phil Darbin [or
is it Darby] and he used to hove
a music hall [vaudeville] act. He
told me that he used to carve
his Bs out of Obeche wood and
Balsa wood. Strangely, by the
same postal delivery as MHR, |
had a request from a juggler for
info on indoor Bs and he men-
tioned that he had seen Phil on
the halls about 25 years ago.

NBC recently released a
new series on Television
called "THE HIGHIDAYMAN"
about two Fed's who drive

high-tech trucks on adven-
tures. One of the charac-
ters, named Jetto, is an
Aussie who has a metal
boomerang which he uses
to stop trucks. The boome-
rang is thrown at the front
of a truck and it punches a
hole in the radiator. The
Aussie trucker is played by
nane other than that fa-
rmous Aussie: Jacka, shown
below.

Saturday morning
cartoon lovers know of the
Yisionaries cartoon show
featuring the Spectral
Knight "Witterquick”™ who
really knows how to use a
metal boomerang. The
character is available at
toy stores for around $5.
Get yours before they dis-
appear off of the toy
shelves. The character is
shown below.

Witterquick™

BOOMERANG PIN

AT THE OLYMPICS
Jim Gasser, USBA member went
to the 1988 Winter Olympics in
Calgary and bought a nice
souvenir pin shown at right for
$4.05. You can write to the
address below to inquire about
purchasing one for yourself. Hur-
ry before they are all gone.

DOMINION SPORTS MKTG.
3131 DEWDNEY Ave
BEGINA, SAS. $4T DY5
CANADA

s
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INUESTORS TAKE NOTICE!

Peter Ruhf has a plastic injec-
tion mold for an omega shaped
boomerang that he is trying to
sell. The boomerang is patented
and only a small number of
boomerangs have been produced
in the mold to date. | have
thrown these omegas and they
work great. Anyone wishing to
purchase the mold or enter into
some kind of business venture
with Peter, can contact him at:

Peter Ruhf

P.O.Box 112
Emmaus, Pa. 18049

HBYEREBER

FREE THROWERS
&
LEADING EDGE

“"FLYPAPER" is the
name of a new publica-
tion that will become
available in early 1988.
The Journal of Folded Pa-
per Flight will be availa-
ble on a quarterly basis
for a yearly membership
fee of $10.00 per year.
Contributions are solicit-
ed. Anyone want to send
in plans for an origami
boomerang? Write to:

FLYPAPER
P.0. Box 47186
Wichita, Ks. 67201

Uirtually all of the seasoned
boomerang throwers know what
the words Free Throwers is
all about. This column was add-
ed for the benefit of new mem-
bers who may not.

Free Throwers is a club based
in Delaware, Chio and headed by
World Champian Thrower Chet
Snouffer. An annual tourna-
ment is held in August. Chet
publishes a great quarterly
newsletter, titled "The Lead-
ing Edge”. It is a valuable ad-
dition to any hoomeranger's
reading material. To subscribe,
send §5 to:

FREE THROLWJERS
c/o Chet Snouffer
51 Troy Road
Delaware, Ohio 43015

BOOMERANG
00D SOURCES

A request was sent out to
all the wood sources list-
ed in the "USBA Wood
Source Listing” with in-
structions to update their
status relative to the sup-
ply of quality plywood for
the construction of
boomerang products.

The USBA encourages
boomerang manufacturers
to request catalogs from

these sources. Let them
know who sent you. If you
know of other reliable
sources for quality ply-
wood, please contact the
editor of MHR or USBA
Headquarters in Delaware,
Ohio with more informa-
tion.

The following outlets re-
sponded to the survey:

Flounder Bay
Boat Lumber
Third & "0" Streets
Anacortes, Wa.98221
(206)-293-2369

flpha Aviation
Supply Co.
P.0. Box 641
Greenville, Ty. 75401
(214)-527-3817

Anderson's int'l Trading
825 N. Cypress St.
Orange, Ca. 92667

(714)-2?71-6270

Aircraft Spruce &
Specialty Company
P.0. Box 424
Fullerton, Ca. 92632
(?14)-870-7551

Harbor Sales Co., Inc.
1401 Russell Street
Baltimore, Md. 21230
(301)-227-0106

Spring 1988

Many Happy Returns




A —

COLLECTOR'S CORNER

Garry Lamothe found a
great buy at an antique
shop recently: a genuine
four bladed BRIST boome-
rang in great shape for
only $20. If you can find
them, these 75 year old
cross sticks sell for $50
or more, depending on
condition. How many of
the members have the col-
lecting bug? If you do, let
us know what you have
found and the prices too.

Ted Bailey has been go-
ing to gun shows and look-
ing for the people who
carry swords and miscel-
laneous weapons. In the
past two years, he has
found several very old ab-
original boomerangs at
prices of $50 to $200
each. His latest find was a
miniature ¥ 100 returna-
ble boomerang from the
eighteenth century.

Al Gerhards found a
beautiful natural elbow
returner signed by the
late Joe Timbery at a lo-
cal antigue dealer with a
price tag of only $12.

These things are out
there. All you have to do
iz look for them. Collecta-
ble boomerang prices have
sky rocketed in the last
decade. The time to start

a collection is now while
great boomerangs are still
affordable. They are a
great hedge against infla-
tion considering the weak
dollar and the fickle stock
market.

The demand for Austra-
lian Aboriginal Arts and
Crafts has increased im-
mensely in the past sever-
al years. Yet, no ohe seems
to be taking advantage of |
this demand with a retail
sales outlet. If any of the
readers know of any out-
lets for these things,
please send information to
the editor, MHR. A whole-
sale outlet has been locat-
ed in Australia for con-
temporary Aboriginal arts
& crafts. For more infor-
mation, write to:

MIMI Rboriginal Arts
Wholesale WWarehouse
Pearce St.

P.0. Box 318
Katherine, N.T. 5780
Australia

Duncan Maclennan sells
coantemporary boomerangs
and antique throw sticks

out of his shop in the Syd-
ney, Australia suburb of
Kings Cross. He writes the
following on the availabil-
ity of antique boomerangs
in Australia: '
“There are na OLD hooms

of the return variety available,
other than those in private col-
lec tions. The only old booms are
of the NON-RETURN type,
which come in from time to
time. These are truly collector's
items. They range in price from
$200 - $2,000 each. | don't have
a brochure on these as they
keep changing through sales.

The town oborigines make
them using modern machinery
much cheaper: $40 upwards to
$100. The timber is the same:
usually Fiwige, cidece, Briga-
A, eLC.

| am trying to get Joe Tim-
bery Jr. to make some natural
returners. | have to supply the
timbers so this should take
about two months befare they
are ready. The best available in
Australia are those supplied to
my shop made out of Sk
iigeselacacial. There is a lot
of FZzzcoming on the market
as returners, but definitely not
50, The makers just don't know
enough and gz is too heavy
for returners, These are beauti-
fully decorated and magnificent
timbers for decorative purposes,
but will not come back. They
sell at $70 - $120 each. Not o -
good buy for throwers."
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ROMANTIC 'RANG

THROW STICK STUDY

ON VOLKER'S HEELS

m———————]

Dr. John Tkach writes
the following on his early
boomeranging experiences:
"My first hoomerang was a ply-
wood model in 1965 that broke
the first time | threw it. My
first boomerang that worked
was a plastic Wham-0 that |
bought in about May 1965. It
was smaller than the later mod-
el designed by Lorin Hawes with
a sharper angle between the
wings. It made perfect figure
eights effortiessly. | hove one
old one left. It broke in half,
and | don't have the heart to
throw it out. Lots of fond
memories. Boomerang throwing
made for lots of nice and inex-
pensive dates. Girls tolerated it.
Please do not publish this in
Many Happy Returns. | do not
want my wife to know. "

Editor's note... | recently
picked up one of these old
wham-0s in a garage sale
and was amused by the
throwing instructions:

“It returns! Hold like a
scythe with flat side
down. Throw sidearm
and overhand. EHPERI-
MENT!HE =

| Jean-Charles Tallon is a

student at the Institute of
Archaeology in London,
England. He has chosen
"Aboriginal Boomerangs
and Throw Sticks”™ as the
topic for his Dissertation.
Jean-Charles is especially
interested in information
and reference material on.
non-returning throw
sticks. If any of the read-
ers can provide assistance
in his research studies, he
cah be reached at:

Jean-Charles Tallon
Inst. of Archaeology
31-34 Gordon Square
London WC 1M OPY
England

La Perouse Boomerang-
Club de France

This French boomerang
club has a new Board of
Directors. The new board
is headed by Denis LEMAI-
TRE, President. Philippe
FORCEWVILLE and Remi
GILLE will assist Denis
with his duties. The entire
board is made up of Naval
Officer School Engineering
instructors. Congratula-
tions to all.

Craig Kittredge of Green-
ville, South Carolina
writes the following on
his experiences with the
DISTANCE challenge:
Before reading the article on
long distance in the Winter 1987
issue of MHR, | had done some
experimenting myself. All | could
do was about 85 meters with
my distance ‘rangs that look
like a Challenger 11 in reverse. |
prefer leading arm throwing. Af-
ter reading the article, it
dawned on me to use more
weights. The results: 30+ meters
more with an average of about
115 meters total. No great ac-
complishment compared to 145
meters but it did give me o lot
of satisfaction. I've come to
the conclusion that distance
throwing is like making money:
You've always got to have
more. Watch out, Behrens!

USBA member Allen
Craig, who appears in the
newly released movie:
“The Baghdad Cafe” relates
that he has developed a
nevy type of light weight
distance ‘rang that can be
effartlessly thrown for
130 meters and easily
caught on the return. He
plans to patent the new
concept before releasing
it for the retail market!
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Boomerang Game

ROGER PERRY

SCIENCE FAIR WINNER

&y S Meyrieid

A wWild West Game we play
here in Gunnison, Colorado,
is "Steps”. Very simply,
the low score wins. You
get a test throw, that you
can keep as a score and
you can throw one out. So
potentially there are 7
throws. Simply count the
steps to pick up your
boomerang. Long legged
people have an advantage
as long strides are al-
lowed, even bounding
strides. If your boomerang
lands at your feet but
doesn’'t touch you, it's one
step. The only way to get a
zero is if it hits you. You
must stay in the spot you
threw from and your hands
must stay by your sides.
You can lean, raise your
elbows, or fall into the
boomerang to get a hit but
your feet must stay put.
It's a great game, for sure.
Pretty stupid at times too,
because I've actually seen
people lean with their
heads to achieve the Ol The
record low score is mine
at 4, but there are a
couple of people here that
routinely beat me.

Roger Perry of Western
Australia is a competitor
and manufacturer of quali-
ty boomerangs. He plans to
visit the USA this summer
ywwith hopes of promoting
the sport through demon-
strations at various loca-
tions. If you can assist
Roger in his travels or if
you wish to organize
and/or participate in any
demanstrations with
him,then you can contact
Roger at the following ad-
dress:

Roger Perry
Box 57
Norseman 6443
Western Australia

Foger plans to arrive
in Los Angeles on August 1
and will leave Los Angeles
on September 24. He has an
invitation to stay in Tole-
do until the Delaware and
Cleveland tournaments. He
is looking for other boo-
merangers to spend some
time with. He has some
flight coupons, so he can
fly to most major airports
at no extra cost. IT you can
help our boomerang broth-
er from down under, drop
him a line now, so that he
can make plans.

Aaran Pool of Kankakee, 1I-
linois ordered some booamerangs
and books fram the Boomerang
Man for his science project. An-
ron took third place overall out
of 51 entries and will be taking
his project to the Regional
Competition in Champaign, 1lli-
nois. We hope to hear more from
Aaron on how he did lnter.

Roger Perry of Western
Australia with some of
his boomerangs.

AN
RS SEEIE

P.0. Box 84895
San Diego, Ca. 92138

Write for a free catalog of
Dan Russell's quality

\ __boomerang products today! )

s

12

Many Happy Returns

Spring 1988




MORE FAIRY TALES
COME TRUE

by Fed 8siley

Roger Perry of Western
Australia writes: ". .. one
of my mates finally
worked out how to throw
an MTA with one of the
blanks you sent. He beat
me by 5 seconds or maore
on nearly every throw.
Then he had his first 20+
second flight with a 1 min
20 second flight which
landed nearly 1/2 kilome-
ter away”.

Doug DuFresne writes of
his recent experiences:

". .. Michael Girvin and Rob
Greer came down and
threw the friday after
Thanksgiving. | did an
18.04 second fast catch
with my split fast catch
boom that was praviously
used for 3 rounds of 156.2
seconds. With another
‘rang | had flights of 2.04
to 2.10 seconds, but it
was too difficult to con-
nect five throws in se-
quence. All three of us did
super catch. | did it on
my second try.”

Michael Girvin writes:

" . ..My first super catch
was done with Rob Greer. |
caught the five Doug Du-

Fresne fast ones; and then

| caught the MTA under the
leg. Then Rob Greer did
Super Catch with the
same Bailey-MTA and a
different DuFresne-fast
catch. And then | did Sup-
er Catch again; only all
the fast catches were
made under the leg and the
MTA was caught with a
diving one-hander. The
next weekend we all went
down to Doug's and did it.
again. Last Saturday, Lu-
kyn Phipps, Rob Greer and |
were all clocking Fast
Catch fivers at 20 csec-
onds and under. Lukyn got
20.1 & Rob Greer got 20.4.
Mot world records, but
still great fun”

SPED a1kl

HONORYRITIEI

Ted Bailey
Rob Croll
Doug DuFresne
John Flynn
Mike Forrvester
Michael Girvin
Rob Greer
Thomas Hartmann
Dennis Joyce
TJohn Koehler
Chet Snouffer
Olivier Vouktchevitch

Miss Rebecca Lees, an
eleven year old girl from
Schencksville, Pennsylva-
nia, went to a crafts fair
and purchased a light in-
door cross stick made out
of balsa wood from Peter
Ruhf. She started throwing
and catching the short
range boomerang with her
friends keeping count. At
about 150 catches without
a drop, Peter told her to
try to beat Rob Croll's
waorld record of 653 con-
secutive two handed
catches. She quit at 800
without dropping and is
now practicing to repeat
her performance with le-
gal range boomerangs.

Olivier Vouktchevitch
writes to say that Super-
catch is easy. He did it on
his first three attempts
using a Bailey MTA and a
DuFresne Fast Catch that
he picked up during the In-

ternational Team Cup.

‘'~

VQ/

\]
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Ben's Correspondence

ey S ki Bibasr
ar Laknm, i feriy

“I am still enjoying o good
cough and battling with the to-
bacco habit. Between the
smoke and the accumulated
dust on the lungs from the 374
million boomerangs I've made,
the old (66 years old] lungs are
not what they are used to be.
However, | still lead the field
three times a week on the golf
links.

There is still demand for my
boomerangs but | don't make
many now, and no plywood
maodels. | concentrate on o few
carved mulga killers ar good
natural wood returners. LWith
the massive influx of tourists
into Australin, the demand is
insatiable. My nephew, Pe-
ter,.Byham, who took over my
business, turns out more than
1,000 a week, recently 7,000 in
12 days. | can't keep up. He se-
cured the sole rights from the
government for the 1988 Bicen-
tennial logo boomerang at a
cost of $2.000 and has orders
flooding in from far and wide.

I recently returned fram a
22,000 kilometer and three
month trek visiting old places
fram way back, plus a few new
spots. | visited the lanami
desert, Hooker's Creek, Broome,
Darwin, and Borralooln. There is

not much left in Australia
where | hoven't been. | comped
out every night; it was a mod-
ern doy walkobout. 1 stopped in
about & Aboriginal settlements,
the furthest out being Kintore,
520 kilometers west of Alice
Springs, almost an the West
Australia border. There were
some 500 aborigines there, all
Pintubi, the last group contact-
ed some twenty years ago and
now for seven years living in a
settlement.

Permits to visit Aboriginal
sgttlements are necessary now,
to go on what | consider to he
my own land. We have reverse
Apartheid here now, in my opin-
ion. And the permits are not
readily ovailable. | hit it off well
with the Pintubi, who speak the
western desert dinlect with
which | am familiar. Boomerangs
are almost a memory now
among the Aborigings, who used
them extensively for hunting
when | was younger. They do use
them to settle squabbles or in
ceremonials, but the old doys of
hunting with them as | saw 45
years ago, seem to he finished.
The same with the spears. Not
many of the young generation
know how to use them. Rifles
have taken over. | threw return-
ers in most camps and mostly
the desert people had never seen
them and were fascinated.”

jrans jag Becker
a7 San Bancicg . . ..

“I just returned from vaca-
tian in Egypt where, in the anti-
quities museum in Caira, | was
astounded to find myself in the
presence af King Tut's boome-
rangs! | had known vaguely of
Egyptian ‘rangs from books, but
| was still thunder-struck to
actually see them. When | tell
my friends that I've actunlly
seen King Tut's hoomerangs,
they just snicker pityingly.”

P KT8 PR
87 {figetenn Ructralin

“In my part of the world,
we have about 20 to 30 reqular
throwers out of a population aof
2,000, At the last state title
throw, throwers from Norseman
took 13 out of a possible 18 tro-
phies; there were 30 competitors
of which 5 were Aborigines,
Competitors came up from
Perth, including Sam Blight. The
comp was held at an Abariginal
training center.

LWe have about five Abori-
gings throwing in Norseman, all
kids. One girl is looking real
good. WWe had a consecutive two
handed catching contest, and
she took first spot with 38
straight on a really windy dau.

Because it's in the desert,
boomerang throwing conditions
aren't 50 good here. We only get
about two days a week when
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it's calm enough to throw, de-
pending on the season. November
and December is the best time
for us.

Recently I gave demonstra-
tions for mare than 1,500 schoal
kids in Kalgoorie and taught
the general public to throw. The
real surprise was an Abaoriginal
girl of about 13 who could really
wing them, After mastering dif-
ferent short range boomeranas, |
handed her a 50 meter plus hook
to hove a go and she put it out
a long way and took the catch
twice in a row, It turned out
that her whole family were deft
throwers, with the father com-
ing originally from the Warbur-
ton ranges. Her grandfather had
been an expert with the hunt-
ing stick, being deadly accurate
at 30 to 40 meters, He was also
used by the police as a tracker,
kalgoorie has really taken to
boomerangs with more than half
of my stock being sald there. |
am looking forward to getting
a club started there.

The ane thing 've noticed
about boamerangs is they're o
great barrier dropper. We have
"bikies", miners, doctors, and
people from all walks of life
thrawing in Narseman. | know
of no other sport that could
bring all these different falk to-
gether.”

NEWS FROM BRAZIL

Carlos Martini Filho of the
Bumerangue Clube do
Brasil writes to inform us
that they are expending consid-
erable effort to promote the
sport of boomerang throwing in
the Sao Faulo region of Brazil,
The organization plans to spon-
sor their first boomerang tour-
nament ever in July or August of
this year. They would like to see
some competitors from outside
Brazil compete. If anyone is in-
terested in attending this
EUent, you may write to the
following address for mare infor-
mation:

Carlos Martini Filho

Caixa Postal 13074

02398 Sao Paulo, SP
BRAZIL

St. Louis Boomerang Club
There is a new boomerang Club
in the 5t, Louis, Mo. aren. A
large population of boomerang
throwers abound in this region.
Parties interested in finding out
more about this group should
contact Tom Fitzgerald at:

St. Louis Boomerang Club
1159 Holly River Dr.
Florrissant, Mo. 63031
(314)-839-1604

BOOMERANG EHHIBITIONS

CARLOS MARTINI FILHO
& ’
‘Or. CARLOS PAGLIUCHI
(The 79 year ald hoomerang
Guru of Sa0 Paulo, Brozil]

Boomerang Exhibits are be-
coming more popular with two
shows: in the 5t. Louis area,
and at Swainsboro, Ga.

Tom Fitzgerald, of the 5t
Louis club organized a show at
a Hozlewood Library featuring a
full spectrum of boomerangs
fram traditional wooden models
to computer generated injec tion
molded designs. :

lohn Derden of the Emanuel

County junior College in

Swainshoro, Ga. writes that
their recent boomerang show
went well. Approximately 120
pieces by four artists were dis-
played on 175 feet of wall
space. They are seekinga
Southern Arts Foundation grant
to put the show on the road
for o two year period. John and
Meil Kalmanson also put on o
show at the Augusta College
on Australia Day.
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JCHUWEIZER

o

The role of the Swiss
Boomerang Club is of o federa-
tion for the various regional
clubs, which remain autone-
mous. This concept has many
aduantages for a country like
Switzerland with four mother-
tongues. In their first year of
organization, they have
achieved a membership of 60,
Their aim for 1988 is to attempt

3% BOOMERANG MAN

1806 North 3rd  RM
S MONROE, LOUISIANA 71201

(318) 325.8157

Hours: 10 A.M.-12 Noon & 2 P.M.-5 P.M. (Central Time)

..........

.
.....................

Copyright
1987

to stretch the geographic limits
of the club to include the
French and Italian speaking re-
gions.

This organization publishes a
quarterly newsletter in German
and solicits input from other
boomerang enthusinsts from
around the waorld. The contact
for English speaking boomerang-
ers is:

Joy & Manfred Stahle
Mittlerer Kreis 14b
CH - 4106 Therwil

Switzerland

The Swiss Boomerang Cham-
pionships will be held on 14 € 15
August, 1923,

The latest edition of the
newsletter: "Bumerang” has
thirty pages of information on
various tapics such os: a review

13th ANNUAL
FREE CATALOG!

.....

of the 1987 International Team
Cup, a debate on whether
boomerangs should be restric ted
to two blndes, tips en hoome-
rang tuning, the criteria for
Swiss records, and competition
boomerang design summaries.

1955 GERMAN

TIJRNAMENTS

West Germany has a strong
boomerang orgenization [DBC]
with as many members as the
USEA and the BAA combined.
The following tournamnents are
scheduled for 1988, If you will be
in Europe on the dates below,
drop in for some great boome-
rang throwing and hospitality.

Contact: Ul Kanze}mn
IM Hummerholz 80
Leutenbach 2

Tel: 07195,/ 600844

23724 July - Mbaster

Contact: Carsten Falfner

Wieganderwen b4

dd400 Munster

Tel: 025017614825 or
025017243067

Contact u%a Kun*gtmann [ahuuz]
or Michael Siems at: '
Rosenbrunnenstrasse 4

6040 Leinheim

Tel: 06201,712385
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Making "Rang Tricks Pay

i Bew Ruke

Jacques Sotty, a 25 year old
from Paris, has figured out a
way to make real money from
boomerang throwing. He per-
forms exclusively for his awn
benefit. Unlike his American
peers who happily throw when
requested, by television crews
and still photographers; and
who reap nothing more than o
moment of fame when their im-
age is viewed, Sotty hires his
own photographers to record his
boomerang “stunts”--his word.
Because he pays up front, he
owns the product, which he
copyrights and peddles. This
strategy yielded him $5,000 on
a single photograph last year.
sotty's "stunts”; sold to ad
agencies, photo distributors,
and TU netwaorks; have included:
+ A night toss at the Berlin
Wall over East Berlin, around a
guard tower, and thence back
to West Berlin for the catch.
When the communist guards in
the tower say the sparkler being
lit on the boamerang for the
night photograph, they thought
an attack was being readied and
raised their guns. For a secand
throw, however, they leveled
cameras.. Sotty named his
boomerang "Peace” and ex-
plained rather elliptically: * |

used a war tool to serve a peace
mission; | did the throw to
make the wall disappear.”

+ A toss around a church
steeple while hanging suspended
from a hovering helicopter.

+ A series of throws with
Australian Abarigines in the
Aussie Quthack.

+ A New Year's Eve heave
in front of the Eiffel Tower in
Paris with the throw in 1984
and the catch in 1985,

+ Another New Year's
throw in Paris two years later,
but this time with a champagne
bottle mounted on his head far
the hoomerang, launched in 1986
to smash off in 1987, "Tens of
thousands of bottles of cham-
pagne were apened in France at
that moment,” says Satty,
"but mine was the only ane
opened by a boomerang.” How'd
he do it exactly? Sotty soys he
scored the neck of the bottle
with a diamond to weaken it,
then shook the bottle vigorous-
ly to agitate the gases. When
the baomerang struck on the re-
turn, there was a veritable ex-
plasion of foam. "It was a really
dangerous stunt”, says Sotty.
“The bottle might have exploded
in my face.” The phota, in color,
garned him $5,000 from a world-
wide photo agency and a cham-
pagne company which used it in
an advertisement.

satty says: "1 like to do
things with the wind, speed,
and danger.” Some of his other

imaginative sport promotions:
successfully racing the English
Channel ferry across the channel
in a storm while on a0 windsurf-
ing board [ Sotty was eventual-
ly arrested by French marine po-
lice on a technicality), wind
surfing 600 miles down the Gan-
ges River in India while dodging
floating corpses ["1t smelled
horribly but the photographs
sold well*, he says), ice surfing
in Leningrad, sand surfing in the
Sahara Desert, jumping off o
cliff with a parafoil kite
strapped to his back: a particu-
larly dangerous enterprise.

His next "stunt"? Sotty
plans a throw around the world
- literally. He intends to visit
the North Pole and wing a
hoomerang, with wrist watch
strapped to it [for advertise-
ment purposes, of course],
around the pole in eight seconds.

Sotty is a shrewd business-
man who travels fast. On a vis-
it to the United States last
year, he rented a luxury Ameri-
can car, equipped the teennge
girl he brought along with him
with o gold wedding band, and
tapped a large message on the
rear window of the vehicle that
read: "Just Married”. Then the
two of them blasted off on
their high speed travels. As Sot-
ty guessed, they were stopped
for speeding by police several
times. Each time they were let
off.

sae photo on cover
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I JHAT THEY HAD
TO 5AY

compiled by Ben Ruhe.....

“I was throwing my ultra-
light at dusk and hod something
interesting happen. A small bat
came over and flew with it for
awhile.” - Diane Doig; Gene-
pa, Hlinois,

“Sod news from Australia
today: the inventor of the
hoomerang grenode wos killed

yesterday” - Johnny Carson
on the Late Night Show.

“I'm still waiting for the
whirring coming closer that will
tell me that my boomerang poem
has come back, ready to be
written” -Gary Snyder, Ne-
vada City, California.

"Boomerang throwing isn't
about competition. It's just
about having a lot of fun.” -
ODouq DuFresne; Portland,
Oregon.

"| seem to have an obsessive
need to make objects. Making

boamerangs is an enjoyable <
whimsical alternative to my
sculptural and pottery work--no
mare--no less! The solitary na-
ture of boomerang making and
throwing particularly appeals to
me.” - Patrick McCormick,
Bellingham, Washington.
“I confess ta not having any
time ta throw boomerangs. Be-
tween work, my sweet wife,
and the lotest Citroen ['70,
white) my time seems quite
agreeably spent.” Jan Frank-
lin; Los Angeles, Ca.

WHER
Send
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